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Abstract. This article describes the approaches to teaching English to the students of higher educational
establishments in Uzbekistan taking into account their future specialities, requirements of time and the country. The
author suggests to look for easy and motivating ways of teaching foreign languages to the pre-service professionals of
different fields. Analyzing the results of the survey and classroom observations, where the problems and needs of
teachers and students were studied, the author valued the importance of teamwork, which develops the collaboration of
students, forms tolerance, creativity and critical thinking of learners. The author suggests using the principle of
localization, when designing tasks and materials for teaching English for specific purposes, which, in her opinion,
makes learning a foreign language interesting and easy, as it takes advantage of the existing knowledge of students,
directing them to do tasks familiar to them, which are usually used in their professional field, which alleviate difficulties
in learning a foreign language. Such tasks not only enrich their knowledge, but also develop the qualities and skills
necessary for future specialists. In conclusion, the author suggests to work not only with students, but also with teachers
who need help in creating materials and assignments for teaching a foreign language for future specialists in various
activities, as well as to create foreign language textbooks for each specialty.

Key words: English for specific purposes, focus on speciality,higher education institutions, geography
students, language skills, developing learner competence, critical thinking, creativity.

Introduction

Today in Uzbekistan, in the process of preparing future specialists great attention is paid to the
development of their knowledge, skills and competence that can meet the requirements of the time, one of
which is the ability to enter the process of international cooperation. In order to hold a discussion on their
speciality with international organizations a professional should know at least one foreign language. "It's
high time to establish a new system for teaching foreign languages in our country, which will be a solid
foundation for the future. Since we have set the goal of building a competitive country, it is necessary that
our school, lyceum, college and university graduates must know at least two foreign languages perfectly.
This strict requirement should become the main criterion for the activity of the head of every educational
institution."- said the President of the Republic of Uzbekistan, Shavkat Mirziyoev, at a video conference held
on May 6, 2021 regarding measures to improve the system of teaching foreign languages [1:1]. Therefore,
the principle of focusing on speciality (profession) in foreign language classes has become one of the
essential approaches in education system of our country. In foreign language classes, when we mean
focusing on a specialty (profession), we mean taking into account the student's demand to learn a foreign
language based on the nature of their future specialty. E.G.Azimov and A.N.Shchukin's "Dictionary of
Methodological Terms" defined the principle of professional orientation as "the methodical principle of
taking into account the interests of learners and the characteristics of their future profession in teaching
foreign languages and other subjects"[2;245].
Jordenias and Shaw state that the goal of "teaching the language in a profession focused way" demanded
new, professional content in language classes [6:4]. It is good in sense that the learner knows in some degree
the topic, being discussed in a foreign language class and has some ideas, suggestions concerning the topic.
This gives learners motivation and self-esteem to learning a foreign language. Because as mentioned by
O.N.Muradov, G.N.Tukhlieva and Z.R.Abdujabborova, learning the value of the issue, its role in their future
profession means ensuring the perfection of the personal [7:8]. In order to achieve this, they proposed
working with specialty texts, conducting discussions within specialty topics, learning words and phrases
related to specialty, studying a set of grammatical and lexical materials necessary for specialty. These
strategies prepare students to use work-related language outside the classroom.

So, this article describes the ways of teaching English to the students of higher educational
establishments, future specialists, through collaborative work, which devel
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ops learners’ interaction, tolerance, creation and critical thinking. There also written the results of data
collection, where we learnt teachers and students’ challenges and needs, which we took into account while
designing our tasks and materials for learning English.

Methodology

Analysis of materials

Preparation of specialists is usually based upon several documents like educational standards,
qualification requirements, syllabus of the subject, course books and materials for the subject, which give us
clear idea of the goals and objectives of training. So, in order to have a point on the process we analyzed the
above mentioned documents and found out that the principle of profession-oriented learning is in the first
place. This, in turn, indicates that our country is interested in perfect foreign language knowledge of future
professionals. According to “State Educational Standard on foreign languages in the continuous education
system” the students of higher educational establishments are prepared to become independent users [11:3]
i.e. should have B2 level of foreign language due to Common European Framework of Reference [4:24.

The independent user (B2) level of foreign language requires students to develop more academic and
career-oriented language skills]. Therefore, the main goal of teaching a foreign language in higher
educational institutions is to train future specialists who can freely use foreign languages in their everyday
life, scientific and professional activities. To achieve it, the syllabus of the subject “Foreign language” for
the higher education has put the following tasks: in particular, development of students' reading, writing,
listening and speaking skills; formation of socio-cultural and pragmatic competences; development of oral
and written presentation skills on topics related to scientific, professional and social activities; teaching
phrases and terms used in scientific and professional world; organization of independent work of students
based on their scientific and specialty directions [3:2]. Analyzing these documents we learned that teaching
English in the higher education is quite different from teaching English at schools and English should be
taught with approaches oriented on profession.

To study the process of teaching English by using methods and materials related to specialization, to
learn the experience of teachers, their opinions, difficulties, achievements, and suggestions in this regard, to
analyze the appropriateness of the materials they use and how much they affect on the knowledge of
language learners on the development of their skills such as reading, writing, listening comprehension and
speaking we have collected data through questionnaires and also by chatting with English language teachers
who teach students of the following educational fields like, physical training, physics, mathematics, history,
economics, tourism, law, engeneering, chemistry, biology and technology in the higher education institutions
in the Republic of Karakalpakstan, including Karakalpak State University, Nukus State Pedagogical Institute,
Urgench State University in Khorezm region, Bukhara State University in Bukhara region, and by observing
their classes.

In order to find out the opinions of students about English language classes, a survey was conducted
among the students of the above mentioned higher educational institutions of the Republic of Uzbekistan,
whose specialization is not a foreign language. The data was taken on the basis of 15 questions. 480 students
participated in the survey, including 142 from Karakalpak State University, 131 from Nukus State
Pedagogical Institute, 104 from Bukhara State University and 103 from Urgench State University. The
respondents' specialties are: geography, economics, Karakalpak language and literature, geodesy,
cartography and cadastre, hydrometeorology, physics, mathematics, electric power, history and others.

Analysis and Findings

In response to our question about the aspects students have difficulty in studying English materials,
the teachers indicated the following things like; mispronouncing of terms, misusing polysemantic words,
which make learners feel shy, embarrassed, and another challenge is the low level of English, which prevents
them from interaction, writing, listening and understanding foreign speech, showing their attitude to the issue
being discussed. The teachers pointed out that they used vocabulary learning tasks, topic consolidation
exercises, speaking and listening comprehension exercises and discussions during English classes, and they
gave grammar tasks, sentence completion, finding true/false sentences as a hometask, and their students
made lexical and grammatical errors while doing them. Almost all respondents consider it important to
develop four language skills (reading, listening, speaking and writing) in the process of learning English, but
they have problems in designing materials for this purpose. 50 percent of the respondents think that students
cannot learn English independently, while 50 percent say that they can learn English independently because
of the large number of online lessons in Internet.

94



«OKMITY XABAPIIBICHI - BECTHUK FOKITIY», Ne 3 (33), 2022 . .
Teachers believe that English lessons will be effective if they prepare” appropriate materials, make

lessons interesting, use games, debates, divide students into groups based on their level of knowledge, and
have an individual approach to each student. They also mentioned that well-designed textbooks for the
English language, more lessons per week would have their positive impact on foreign language learning.
The analysis of the responses to the questionnaire confirmed the thesis of the researcher that today teachers
do not have a clear idea about the concept and essence of the methodology of using professional materials in
foreign language learning classes.

The analysis of student responses gave us the following results: 96% of students-respondents learn
English more than two years, but they still have problems with speaking, reading, understanding English
speech, not say about writing in English. 58 percent of students answered the question, what they can do in
the English language, that they can translate sentences and words, 32% can read texts, 6% of respondents
can understand the listened discourse, 2% can write short texts, only 2 students can interact with their
partners.

As we can see, in our English classes, a lot of attention is paid to the translation of sentences and
isolated words, listening to texts, but little attention is paid to speaking and writing, i.e. productive skills of
students. We noticed that teachers focus only on giving information and comprehension. This is only two of
the 6 learning strategies of Bloom's taxonomy (Knowing, Understanding, Applying, Analyzing, Evaluating,
Creating) and they develop students' lower order thinking skills. The higher order thinking skills are not
developing well. So, we can come to the conclusion that our lessons are not reaching their goals. For this
reason, a student who has studied a foreign language for 10-11 years does not master this language.
Respondents clarified that they learn grammar (40%), different topics (30%), general topics (20%), texts
related to specialty (7%), sentence structure and usage (5%), English tenses (2%). The analysis of the
answers showed that in English language classes little attention is paid to topics related to specialization,
such topics are almost not studied in the first year, and attention is paid to them only in 2nd and 3rd years of
study at the higher educational institution.

Students mentioned that they do grammar tasks, answer the questions, and translation tasks in classes
and as hometasks. We believe that these assignments will help our students learn English grammar, but not
improve their language skills, thinking skills and creativity, which are necessary for their life and job. Each
of our lessons should be focused not only on increasing students' knowledge, but also on developing their
reading, listening, speaking and writing skills, critical thinking, cognition and life skills.

In response to the question of what kind of tasks you would like to do in English classes, 48% of
students said that they would like to learn more new words, 8% of students would like to listen to texts,
dialogues, and interviews related to their specialty, 16% of students would like to speak on topics related to
their specialty, 6% of students would like to write information related to their specialty, and 17% of students
would like to study topics related to their specialty. They indicated that they would like to make a
presentation. In order to learn English perfectly, students believe that they need teachers' support, good
learning materials and new methods. 97% of students want to learn English in groups or in teams. They
emphasize that individual learning is difficult, because they think that language is learnt in
interaction/conversation, and there needed specific, purposeful assignments and also teachers’ support in
foreign language learning process.

Students also expressed their opinions about English language textbooks. They indicated the variety
of information in textbooks published abroad, but sometimes their culture is not quite clear to them, most
textbooks they are working on have no topics related to their future professions and they find texts from the
Internet, but they are difficult to understand and they are also suffering from different topics, which are not
logically sequenced with each other.

As can be seen from the quantitative indicators presented above, the majority of higher education
students are able to adequately evaluate the role of English in their lives today and in their future professional
activities. At the same time, they pointed out the difficulties faced in English language education objectively.
The answers to the questions were taken into account in the next stage of experimental work.

We attended about 35 lessons of English in the above mentioned higher educational institutions and
we witnessed that about 14 lessons were devoted to learning grammar, 11 lessons to general English, where
students learn about travelling, holidays, music and education system, and only in 10 lessons students had
opportunity to learn words concerning to their specialties, read texts and speak about their profession. What
we noticed was the interest, motivation of students when they worked with familiar (professional) topics,
they tried to say their opinion to the issues which were close to them. It seemed to me that the foreign words,
foreign expressions met in the texts were nor a barrier to them in that case, on contrary they learned their
meanings by themselves, reacting to the content of the texts. From the analysis of these lessons, we can
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conclude that English language lessons should focus on topics that areé broadly related to the future

specialization, that provide broad information in their field, and are aimed at deepening students' knowledge
and skills. Teachers are doing their best to bring the necessary information, materials to their classes, but not
all of them know the principles of materials evaluation and design. We noticed some drawbacks in designing
tasks and organization of profession-oriented classes. In the result, we came to the conclusion that teachers
need materials, textbooks rich in information intended for specific specializations, which are helpful for them
to conduct their lessons.

From the answers of the students to the questionnaires, from our own observations of lessons we
understood that one of the reasons of difficulties in learning English was that our learners have problems in
working or learning individually. We tried to learn its reason and after thorough observation and analysis of
learners’ life and environment, we came to the conclusion that this in some case depends on the mentality
and life style of our learners. Most of our learners live in large families, with several brothers, sisters, and
grandparents, they have close relationship with their relatives and neighbours, attending their birthday
parties, weddings, and other celebrations. This style of life makes our learners communicate with many
people, listen to their advice, share their opinions and be tolerant with different people. That’s why they do
not like to be alone, to learn by himself. Taking into consideration all of these factors, in our methodology,
we decided to let them work in collaboration with their group members. According to Olsen and Kagan
“cooperative learning is group learning activity organized so that learning is dependent on the socially
structured exchange of information between learners in groups and in which each learner is held accountable
for his or her own learning and is motivated to increase the learning of others” [8:8]. Accepting the value of
team working, at the beginning of the semester we form teams consisting of 4-5 students, which are
constantly active throughout the semester, as Rodgers promote the idea of “building cooperation in learning
into regular classrooms on a regular and systematic basis” [10:12]. All assignments are given to the team and
team performance is evaluated. One of the advantages of working in a team is that students consult with each
other, pay attention to each other's ideas and encourage each other. Working in a team also develops in the
student the skills necessary for a person's life, such as responsibility for work, tolerance, creativity and trying
to excel his team members. “Collaboration teach learners to plan, monitor and evaluate their own learning,
which is viewed as a compilation of lifelong learning skills” recognize Richards and Rodgers [9:199]

We planned to experiment our methodology with geography department students of higher education
and in order to increase students' motivation, to make the learning easy and interesting the materials we
created were aimed to study the information related to the country (Central Asia, Uzbekistan) and regions
where they live, that is, the localization principle was used. Mc.Donough and Shaw’s points that “What may
work well in Mexico City may not do so in Edinburgh or in Kuala Lumpur” cited in Ian McGrath [5:74]
were close to our points . This approach has given good results in the coordination of professional materials.
Our learners learn to draw the maps of Uzbekistan, identified the coordination of the country on longtitude
and latitude, learned the value of Kizil Kum, made a visit to the Aral Sea and wrote their impression on the
journey, created a travel brochure about ancient cities and holy places of Uzbekistan and Karakalpakstan,
shot video about flora and fauna of Uzbekistan. Due to these works they increased their professional
vocabulary, learned to compose sentences, to present their products. Their critical thinking, creativity
developed while evaluating and designing their own materials for presentation, their motivation to learning
foreign language is emerged as they see they can do it, that it is not so difficult as they think.

Conclusion

Based on the analysis of research results, the following suggestions are made for improving
profession-oriented English language education; mainly, increasing the integration of foreign language
teachers with content teachers and try to use adjunct model of CLIL approach in higher educational
institutions of Uzbekistan, developing teachers’ materials designing skills, which enable them to develop
their own materials, taking into account localization, modernization, personalization principles, and using
appropriate techniques and methods, which arouse learners motivation to learn English for professional
purposes.
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KapakaanmakcTaHHBIH JUHTBHCTHKAIBIK eMecC KOFapbl OKY OPbIHAAPBIHAA aFbLIIIBIH TiJIiH
OKBITYIaFbI KO3Kapac
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Anoamna. Byn maxana O36excman Pecnybaukaculibiy 3C02apbl OKY OPbIHOAPBIHbIY CIYyJeHmmepine o1apobly
OONAUAK, MAMAHOBIZbIH, 3AMAHHBIY JHCIHE HCANBL eN0IY KANCEMMINIKMEPIH ecKepe Omulpbin, A2bLIUbIH MILIH OKbIMY
macindepin cunammaya apHai2an. Aemop apmypii canadagvl OOAAUAK MAMAHOAPObIY wiem minin yupenyoiy ey oHail
JicaHe bIHMANAHOLIPAMBIH KYPaioapvin madyost ycvinaovl. Myeanimoep men cmyoenmmepOiy uiem minin oKbimyoassl
JHcaHe YlpeHyoeei KbiliblHUbLIBIKMAPbL MeH KANCEMMINIKMePin 3epmmezen cayaiHama JHcaHe cabakxmapaa Kamvlcy
Homudicenepin manodan, asmop cmyOeHmmepoiy ic-apeKemin 0amMblmamylt, MOIEPAHMINBLIBIKIMbGL, UWbI2APMAUBLIbIK
neH ColHu OUNayObl KANbINMACIMbIPAMbIH MONMBIK HCYMbICIbIY MAHBIZ0bLILIZbIHA KO3 dicemKizoi. Kacibu maxcamma
ASbLIUbIH MK YUPEHyee apHAAH MANCLIPMAlap MeH Mamepuaidapovl 23ipiey Ke3iHoe asmop JNOKAIU3AYUs
NPUHYUNTH KOTOAHYObL YCbIHAObL, OHbIY NIKIPIHWe, OYI wem miiiH yuperyoi Kbl3blKmbl HCIHe JHCeHin emedi, OUMKeHi 0l
cmyoenmmepOiy con cana 6ouviHwa Oap OinimoepiHeH NAUOAlaHy, 630epiHe MAHbIC, 63 MAMAHObIZbIHA MIH
MAancelpmanapobl OPbIHOAY APKAAbl wiem MINIH yupenyoezi KUblHObIKmMapowl dicenindemedi. Mynoaii mancoipmanap
onapoviy OLIMIH MOBIKMBIPLIN KAHA KOUMAL, OONAWAK MAMAHOAPEa Kadcemmi Kacuemmep MeH 0az0uliapobl
dambimadel. Maxana conblnoa, a8mop mex cmyOeHmmepmMen 2ana emec, COHbIMeH Kamap 6oNauax Mamanoapea uem
MK OKbIMY&a apPHANAH MAMEPUAIOAp MeH MANCLIPMANAPObl HCACAyOd KOMEKKe MYKMAdC Myeanimoepmen Oe
aHcymuic icmeyoi YeolHadbl, COHbIMEH KAMAp ap Mmypii MaAMaHObIKmMap OOUbIHWA wem Mill OKYIbIKMAPbIK HCapamy
Kasicemminicin aman Kopcemeoi.

Tipex co30ep: Haxmuvl maxcammapea apHANAH ASLLIWLIH ML, MAMAHOLIKKA 0AbIMmMay, HC02apvl OKY
OpuIHOapyl, 2eoepagus cmyoenmmepi, MK 0a0viiaAp, cmyoenmmepOiy KY3ulpemminicin apmmuipy, CblHU OUu1dy,
UbI2APMAULBLIBIK,.

OTHoIIeHnE K npemnoaaBaHuIo AHIJINICKOTO SI3bIKA B He JHHTBHCTHYECKUX BBICIIHX y‘leﬁﬂblx
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Aunomaunusa. /lannas cmamss nocesauieHa OnUCaHuio N00X0008 K 00YUeHUI0 AHAULICKOMY A3bIKY CMYOeHMO08
8bICUIUX YUEOHBIX 3a8edeHull pecnybauxu Yzbexucman c yuemom ux Oyoyujeii cneyudaibHOCMuU, NOMpPeoHOCMAMU
8peMeHU U cmpauvl 6 yerom. Aemop npediazaem Halimu Haubolee nesKue U MOMUBUPYIOWUE CPeOCmEd U3VYeHue
UHOCTNPAHHO20 A3bIKA OYOVWUMU CHEeYUATUCMAMU PA3HbIX obaacmeil. AHAIu3 pe3yibmamog onpoca u noceujeHus
3auamuil, 20e ObLiu U3yyeHsvl npobaeMbl U NOMpedHOCMU npenodasameneli U CMyo0eHmos yoeoun asmopa 6 8aiCHOCmu
pabomvl 6 KoManOe, KOMOpAs pa38uUeaem co8MecmHoe Oelicmseue cmyoenmos, Gopmupyem moiepaHmHocmo,
Kpeamusnocms u Kpumuieckoe mviuiienue ooyuaiowuxca. Ilpu paspabomke cobcmeennvix 3a0anuii u mamepuanos ois
U3YYeHUs aHenuiicKo20 A3bIKa 0 NPOecCUOHANbHBIX Yelell agmop npeoiazaem UCHOIb308AMb NPUHYUR JIOKATUZAYUL,
KOMOPWlll N0 ee MHEHUI0 NOMOo2aem usyyeHue UHOCMpPAHHO20 A3bIKA UHMEPECHbIM U JIe2KUM, MAaK KaK 60CHONb3068AMCA
UMEIOWUMCA 3HaHUeM CIYyOeHnmos, HANpasums ux 0elamb 3HAKOMble UM 3a0aHus, CEOliCmEeHHble UX npogeccuu
obnezuaem mpyoOHOCMU U3YHEHUA UHOCMPAHHO20 A3bIKA. Takue 3a0anusi He MOAbKO 0002amumv ux 3HAHUA, HO U
paseusaem Heobxooumble 05 OYOYWUX CReYUaIUCcmo8 Kavecmsa u Hagvlku. B konye aemop npeonacaem pabomamso He
MOABLKO €O CMYOEHMAMU, HO U C NPEeno0a8amenamu, KOMopslM HYHCHA NOMOUWb 8 CO30AHUU MAMePUANOs U 3a0anuu Ois
NpenooasaHus UHOCMPAHHOZO A3bIKA — OAs OYOVWUX CHeYUanucmos8 pasHblX OesmenbHOCMmuU, d maKxice o
HeoOX00UMoCmu co30anus Y4eOHUKO8 UHOCMPAHHO20 A3bIKA OJI KAXHCOOU CReyUaIbHOCHIU.

Kntouesvie cnosa: Anenuiickuii 0151 CneyuanbHblX yenell, OPpUeHmayus Ha CneyuaibHoCmy, gulcuiue yueOHbvle
3a8e0enus, cmyo0enmol 2e0epaghuu, A3bIKOgble HABLIKU, pa3gumue KoMnemenyuli Cmy0enmos, Kpumuieckoe mvluLienue,
KpeamusHocmb.
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